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ADITI SHAH & ADITYA KALRA
New Delhi, 7 October 

Alphabet Inc’s Google is facing a
new antitrust case in India in
which the US tech giant is alleged

to have abused its Android operating sys-
tem's position in the smart television
market, a source and two lawyers
involved in the case told Reuters.

The case is Google’s fourth major
antitrust challenge in India, one of its
key markets where it is currently facing
public criticism from local startups for
enforcing certain policies and company
charges they contend hurt their growth.

It also comes as Google faces new
antitrust challenges in the United States,
and a potential antitrust probe in China
that is set to look into how it allegedly
uses its dominance of its Android mobile
operating system to stifle competition.
Google has denied any wrongdoing.

The Competition Commission of
India (CCI) has since June been looking
into allegations that Google engages in
anti-competitive practices by creating
barriers for firms wanting to use or devel-
op modified versions of Android for sm-
art TVs, such as Amazon Fire TV’s op-
erating system, according to the source,
who has direct knowledge of the case.

The case has been filed by two Indian
antitrust lawyers, Kshitiz Arya and

Purushottam Anand. They both con-
firmed the case filing against Google for
alleged abuse in the smart television
market, but declined to comment fur-
ther. The source said the CCI had direct-
ed Google to submit its written respons-
es to the allegations and that the
company has sought more time.

A Google spokesman declined com-
ment, since the case with the antitrust
body was pending. Amazon and the
CCI did not respond to requests for
comment. Unlike Indian court cases,
filings and details of cases reviewed by
the CCI are not disclosed publicly. The
antitrust watchdog could order a wider
investigation against Google if it finds

merit in the allegations, or throw out
the case completely.

Smart TVs, or WiFi-enabled TVs with
apps for streaming services like Netflix
and YouTube, have become increasing-
ly popular in India.

Data from Counterpoint Research
shows 8 million smart TV sets were sold
in India in 2019. Three in five smart TVs
sold in India are based on Google’s
Android system, which also powers near-
ly 99 per cent of India's half a billion
smartphone user base.

The latest case alleges that Google’s
agreements with companies such as
Xiaomi and TV manufacturer TCL India
effectively stop them from using both

the Android system and a modified ver-
sion of it on different devices they make,
according to the source.

For example, if a company sells
smartphones based on Google's Android,
it cannot sell smart TVs running on com-
peting platforms like the Amazon Fire
TV system, according to the case against
the Mountain View, California-based
company, the source said. And in reverse,
if a company’s smart TV is using Ama-
zon’s Fire operating system, then that
company is restricted from offering
Google’s popular Play Store or the Google
maps app on its smartphones.

Xiaomi India and TCL India, which is
part of China’s TCL Technology Group
Corp, are both party to the case along
with Google. 

Xiaomi did not respond to requests
for comment while TCL declined to com-
ment. In 2018, the CCI fined Google ~1.36
billion ($18.5 million) for ‘search bias,’
but a company appeal against that is
pending. The CCI last year also started
probing Google for allegedly misusing
its dominant position to reduce the abil-
ity of smartphone makers to opt for alter-
nate versions of its Android system.

Earlier this year, the CCI started
reviewing a case alleging that Google
abuses its market position to unfairly
promote its mobile payments app in the
country. REUTERS

Google faces new antitrust case
over abuse in smart TV market

ARNAB DUTTA
New Delhi, 7 October

Fashion retail brand H&M registered
~1,700 crore sales in 2019, 14 per cent
higher year-on-year (YoY) from ~1,490
crore it had posted a year ago. Since
its entry in 2015, the Swedish brand
has managed to grow its business in
India by double digits. 

However, in 2019, its growth fell
significantly from the previous year.
In 2018, its top line had grown 43 per
cent.

According to its country manager
for India, Janne Einola, in the cur-

rent year, its top line may suffer. 
With the Covid-19 pandemic and

lockdowns severely impacting on-
floor shopping, Einola expects to end
the year at a lower level than last year.

“During the first nine months, we
have suffered sales loss to the tune of
31 per cent. Currently, our operations
here are at the 50 per cent level. I
don’t think we will be able to touch
last year’s sales numbers in 2020,” he
said. H&M follows a December to
November financial year calendar.

The impact was also felt on its
short-term plans. While in 2018 and
2019, it had opened eight and 12

stores, respectively, this year it is
opening only two outlets in
Bhubaneswar and Lucknow. This will
take its store count to 48, spread
across 23 cities in India.

While H&M was heavily depend-
ent on the online channel for sales,
the recent crisis has increased its
dependence on the channel further. 

In 2019, it got nearly a quarter of its
sales from the two online channels –
Myntra marketplace and its own
online store. “The share of online will
continue to remain high for the
moment, until the situation nor-
malises,” said Einola.

H&M India’s revenue rises 14% to ~1,700 cr

BS REPORTER
Bengaluru, 7 October 

IT services firm Wipro is con-
sidering to go for a share buy-
back programme, following a
similar move by industry
leader Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS). 

The Bengaluru-headquar-
tered firm, in a filing with the
stock exchanges on Wed-
nesday, said the company’s
board of directors, in its meet-
ing scheduled on October 13,
would consider equity share
buyback proposal. 

Wipro is the second-largest
Indian IT services firms to
consider a buyback pro-
gramme. TCS, in its board
meeting held on Wednesday,
approved to proposal to go for
a ~16,000-crore buyback pro-
gramme at ~3,000 a piece.

Typically, the share buy-
back programme of a company

reflects the belief of its man-
agement over the growth
prospects of a company.
During the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic, the export-orient-
ed IT services industry in the
country largely remained
resilient though they have seen
some impact in sectors such as
hospitality and aviation.

While TCS, which
announced its Q2FY21 results

on Wednesday, showed better-
than-expected numbers,
Wipro slated to announce its
numbers on October 13. 

The company, which in the
previous quarter announced
former Capgemini top execu-
tive Thierry Delaporte as its
new chief executive officer and
managing director, is looking
at improving its performance
in coming quarters.

Wipro to consider share
buyback plan on Oct 13

SAI ISHWAR 
Mumbai, 7 October

After a pause, IT industry
leader Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) has decided to
go ahead with salary hikes for
all its employees. The salary
hikes would be effective from
October 1, the company said.
The quantum of the raises is
being worked out. 

Soon after the outbreak of
the pandemic, the Mumbai-
headquartered company,
while announcing its Q4 and
FY20 results in April, had
decided to freeze the salary
hike decision as a cautionary
move.

“The salary increase will be
across all bands of employees
and it (the quantum) will be
similar to what we had done in
the past,” said Milind Lakkad,
chief human resources officer

at the Tata Group company. 
With this, TCS has become

the first among the Indian IT
firms to announce wage hike. 

In the second quarter, attri-
tion for the IT firm hit an all-
time low of 8.9 per cent, a fall
of 120 basis points on quarter-
on-quarter basis. 

The total headcount of the
company rose by 9,864 at
453,540 staffers by the end of

September quarter. 
TCS had virtually onboard-

ed 7,200 trainees in India,
around 1,000 in the US and
close to 100 in Europe during
the quarter. “The business mo-
del is strong enough to with-
stand any challenges,” said
Lakkad, when asked about the
Donald Trump administration
tightening the visa rules for
H1B applicants.

TCS to offer salary hikes

Case alleges Google abusing position in smart TVs market

NOTICE
DECLARATION OF INTERIM DIVIDEND

AND RECORD DATE
The Company hereby informs that the Board of Directors has at its meeting held on 
Wednesday, October 7, 2020, declared a second interim dividend of `12 per equity share of 
`1 each of the Company. The second interim dividend will be paid on Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
to the equity shareholders of the Company, whose names appear in the Register of Members of the 
Company or in the records of the Depositories as beneficial owners of the shares as on 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 being the Record Date fixed for the purpose.
The above information is also available on the website of the Company (www.tcs.com) and on the 
website of the stock exchanges where the shares of the Company are listed, i.e., BSE Limited 
(www.bseindia.com) and National Stock Exchange of India Limited (www.nseindia.com).

For TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES LIMITED

Rajendra Moholkar
Company Secretary

Place : Mumbai
Date  :  October 7, 2020

Registered Office:
9th Floor, Nirmal Building, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400 021 
Tel: 91 22 6778 9595 
Email: investor.relations@tcs.com   Website: www.tcs.com  
CIN: L22210MH1995PLC084781

Corporate Identity No. L36992MH1948PLC014083
Registered Office: 23rd Floor, Lodha Excelus, New Cuffe Parade, 

Off Eastern Freeway, Wadala, Mumbai - 400 037 Tel: +91 22 6665 2700 
Website: www.rallis.co.in E-mail ID: investor_relations@rallis.co.in

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 29(1)(a) read with Regulation
47(1)(a) of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 that a Meeting of the Board of
Directors of RALLIS INDIA LIMITED is scheduled to be held on Monday,
October 19, 2020, inter-alia, to consider and approve the Unaudited
Standalone and Consolidated Financial Results of the Company for the
second quarter and half year ended September 30, 2020.

The information contained in this Notice is available on the website
of the Company at www.rallis.co.in and also available on the website
of the stock exchanges viz. BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com and
National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com.

For Rallis India Limited

Sd/-
Place: Mumbai Yash Sheth
Date: October 7, 2020 Company Secretary
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This is to inform our customers and
public at large that our Nagpur
Sadar Branch located at Ward No
65, Floor I, S. V. Marg, Kingsway,
Nagpur, Municipal Corporation,
Sadar Bazar, Nagpur, Maharashtra
-440001 will shift to Shop No 239/
240, House No 64, Survey No. 1866,
Sheet No 34, 3rd Floor, Shriram
Shyam Tower, Mouza Sitabuldi,At S.
V. Patel Marg, Kingsway Civil line,
Nagpur, Maharashtra - 440001.
The Customers are requested to
contact the new office premises for
their needs.

REGIONAL BUSINESS HEAD

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHRIRAM TRANSPORT
FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

This is to inform our customers and
public at large that our Ambikapur
Regional Office located at Shriram
Towers, 1st Floor, Manendragarh
Road, Near Ambedkar Chowk,
Ambikapur, Surguja, Chattisgarh-
497001 will shift to Dhanjal Complex,
2nd Floor, Near Life Line Hospital,
Namnakala, Ambikapur, Sarguja,
Chattisgarh-497001
The Customers are requested to
contact the new office premises for
their needs.

REGIONAL BUSINESS HEAD

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHRIRAM TRANSPORT
FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

This is to inform our customers and
public at large that our Sholapur
Branch located at 1st Floor, Kuber
Complex, Opposite - Inchigiri Math,
Nehru Nagar, Bijapur Road, Solapur,
Maharashtra - 413004 will shift to 1st
Floor, Plot No 35, Nakshatra, A Wing,
Govind Vihar, Near Taklikar Mangal
Karyalaya, Majarewadi, Jule Solapur,
Solapur, Maharashtra - 413008
The Customers are requested to
contact the new office premises for
their needs.

REGIONAL BUSINESS HEAD

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHRIRAM TRANSPORT
FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

This is to inform our customers and
public at large that our Jagadalpur
Branch located at M. M. Tower,Above
AxisBank,Akashwani Road,Nayapara
Jagdalpur,Bastar,Chattisgarh -494001
will shift to 1stFloor, Panigrahi Complex
Infront of Shankar Mandir, Bodhghat
Police Thana Road, Jagdalpur, Bastar,
Chattisgarh-494001
The Customers are requested to
contact the new office premises for their
needs.

REGIONAL BUSINESS HEAD

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHRIRAM TRANSPORT
FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

This is to inform our customers and
publicat large thatourWashimBranch
located at 2nd Floor, Paras Height,
Above ICICI Bank, Near Main Post
Office, Washim, Akola, Maharashtra -
444505 will shift to Ground Floor, Shop
No 3&4, Sindhi Colony, Near Bank of
India, Patni Chowk, Washim,
Maharashtra - 444505.
The Customers are requested to
contact the new office premises for their
needs.

REGIONAL BUSINESS HEAD

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHRIRAM TRANSPORT
FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

This is to inform our customers and
public at large that our Brahmapuri
Branch located at C/o Nandu
Traders, Gujari Ward, Brahmapuri,
Chandrapur, Maharashtra - 441206
will shift to 1st Floor, Ghuguskar
Complex, Reliance Petrol Pump,
Chankai Nagar, Ward No 15,
Gadchiroli, Maharashtra - 442605
The Customers are requested to
contact the new office premises for
their needs.

REGIONAL BUSINESS HEAD

PUBLIC NOTICE

SHRIRAM TRANSPORT
FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED
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